To become amazing at Spanish, you'll have to allow the language to become a part of your daily routine. The music you listen to, the websites you visit, the people you talk to, where and how you eat, the books you read, the videogames you play, if any of these are influenced by the Spanish language and culture, you will be on the road to being amazing at Spanish. It cannot stop with your language class, no matter how fun or engaging it is (or isn't). Below is a list of websites and ideas that will help you jump in a fun way; things to read, to listen to, to watch, and people to talk to. Jump in, stay in. Become amazing.

Recommendations! 

Speaking is the most often the most difficult part of learning a foreign language. To help prepare yourself for the class as well as the AP Spanish exam, I recommend that you start speaking now as often as you can! 

1. Make a pact with someone to speak nothing but Spanish with them. At first, it will be difficult. But little by little you will notice it getting easier. Once it becomes natural for you, you will pause (you should at least) and realize how awesome you are. 

2. Find a Spanish-speaking pen pal. You can Skype with them after you’ve made contact. Below are some websites that may help you. Note that many will want to practice English with you, just make sure you make a pact with them to communicate in both languages 50/50. 

http://www.studentsoftheworld.info/penpals/penpal_ads.php?Pays_Choisi=ESP 

http://en.community.epals.com/teacher_forums/f/125/t/51578.aspx 

http://www.penpalparty.com/language/Spanish_penpals.html 

Listening comprehension of native speakers can also be quite challenging. Spend at least 5 minutes a day listening to the Spanish language. They can be from any of the Spanish speaking countries. Watching videos on youtube, movies, documentaries, television shows and music are strongly encouraged and recommended during this long break! Look for anything that is interesting to YOU!! Here are a FEW examples:

1. Spanish radio: http://www.shoutcast.com/radio/espanol features top radio stations on the Internet for free in Spanish. 

2. Visit https://www.spotify.com/us/ Type in the name of Spanish singing artist you like (Maná, Shakira, Juanes, Gerardo Ortiz, Kumbia Kings, Selena, Daddy Yankee, Don Omar, Celia Cruz, Vicente Fernandez- and MANY MORE!) start exploring and have FUN! You can play those artists’ songs or albums and make a playlist of your favorite songs. You can also press a button to make a radio station out of your playlist in order to find more music you like. 

3. Watch television! Recommended shows are: telenovelas: Que Buen Amor, Por Ella Soy Eva, Aida, 7 vidas are some. Please share with the group on the facebook page or email me and I will post it on facebook and school loop any movies that you have watched and liked and believed others would like as well.   

4. Watch MOVIES! Watch movies, preferably that are in the target language, not just dubbed. If you are watching rated “R” movies, make sure you get consent from your parents/guardians. Some great movies are: La Misma Luna, Pan’s Labyrinth (R), Che (R), Motorcycle Diaries (R), From Prada to Nada, Carlitos, No, El Norte, Amarte Duele(R) (modern Romeo and Juliette) and MANY more. Check out this website for free movies: http://spanishmoviesonline.com/category/spain-movies/. . Please share with the group on the facebook page or email me and I will post it on facebook and school loop any movies that you have watched and liked and believed others would like as well.  

