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¡Bienvenidos a la clase de Español Tres I am looking forward to a great year and I hope you are too! Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions or concern.
Course Description: The course develops basic Spanish speaking, listening, writing and reading skills. Students are exposed to culture, history and geography of countries where the language is spoken. 

Class objectives will be based on the Standards for Foreign Language Learning: 

1. Communication: Students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions through writing and speaking. 

2. Cultural: Students will gain knowledge and understanding of Spanish speaking countries. 

3. Connections: Students will reinforce their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language. 

4. Comparison: Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through the comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 

5. Communities: Students will use language both within and beyond the school setting. 

Bullying is not allowed and will result in immediate consequences.
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                           Cell Phone Policy

Students may not use cell phones during class time. Cell phones should be put away in student’s back pack before the bell rings. Cell phone use during class will result in deduction of participation point for the day. Students can earn a total of 10 participation points a day. Every time they have their cell phone out results in a deduction of 5 points each time. Points deducted for cell phone use may not be made up. UNLESS THE GREEN LIGHT IS “UP”
Required Materials:

1. Notebook–Students will write daily homework assignments, warm-ups, news, notes and practices. 
2. Other Materials – 
a. Pen or pencil (recommend blue, black) (NO RED OR GREEN)
b. Paper (5-10 sheets of spare paper is ideal; you don’t need the entire packet every day)
c. White board marker (students who don’t bring one will be permitted to borrow one in exchange for their telephone for the day)
These materials are to be brought to class DAILY. 
Homework:
Homework will be assigned on a daily basis as a practice of the vocabulary and grammar concepts learned in class. You are responsible for completing the homework, correcting your mistakes and coming in for help if you do not understand a certain concept. LATE WORK WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED ONE WEEK AFTER THE DUE DATE FOR LATE CREDIT.

Attendance/Tardiness:

Each class session begins with a brief ‘preparación (Warm up)’ Activity which students should work on as soon as they enter class.  You are expected to be in your seat, materials out and ready at this time. I understand that River City is a large campus, but consider this quote: “If you’re early, you’re on time. If you’re on time, you’re late. And if you’re late, you’re rude.”  

I will be following the tardy policy as stated by the school and the school district. Please refer to the school’s handbook.  

Make-ups:
It is imperative that you make up work that you have missed as soon as possible. See teacher for previous day’s handouts. Get the warm-up and daily notes from a classmate so you can get full credit on the Preparaciones when they are turned in! TEST AND QUIZ MAKE UPS MUST BE DONE WITHIN ONE WEEK OF YOUR ABSENCE (unexcused absences will result in a ZERO on the test/quiz), and you will need to see me outside of class time to make arrangements to come in at lunch or after school. This is THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY.  

Classroom Expectations:

· You are expected to show respect to your classmates and to the teacher at all times. 

· Do not talk or otherwise be a distraction while the teacher is talking or while other students are asking or answering questions.

· Use class time appropriately. 

· No electronic devices are allowed, unless there is a “green light” on the white board. 
· Follow the school dress code.
· Restroom: Please go to the bathroom during your 10 minute breaks… you will be issued two bathroom passes for the semester. The pass will be worth 50 points if unused by the end of the grading period. 
Assessments:

· Students will do verbal and written assessments on a weekly basis. 

· Students will also do many projects throughout the term to practice the language. 
Your grades are posted online and are updated weekly if not daily. Check them regularly. Progress reports come out every six weeks and grades are cumulative. 

	100-98 = A+   
	89-88 = B+
	79-78 = C+  
	69-68 = D+  

	97-93 = A  
	87-83 = B
	77-73 =C   
	67-63=D

	92-90 = A-
	82-80 = B-  
	72-70 =C-
	62-60= D-

	
	
	
	59 and below = F




Course Grading Breakdown:

· Exams and Quizzes: 



20%

· Final: 





15%

· Homework: 




10%

· Class work/Participation: 


35%

· Projects/Presentations: 



20%

Again, please contact me at any time; each of my students and their success in my class is very important to me. 

MOVIES
Occasionally we will be watching movies rated higher than a G rating in class to supplement a unit and to reinforce cultural aspects in the Spanish speaking world. Movies such as “Motorcycle Diaries” and “También la lluvia”, etc.  By signing this syllabus parents’ grant permission for their students to watch these movies in my class.  If parents do not agree with their student watching these movie please indicate in the comments section.  Your student will have an alternative assignment and will be sent out of class for the duration of the movie. 

Atentamente,

Señorita (maestra) Hernández 
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Parents and Students- please complete the following and return to class tomorrow as it counts as your first homework assignment. 

We have read and understand this syllabus, the rules, the movie policy and the expectations for this course.

Student’s name PRINTED ____________________________________________________

Student’s signature ________________________________________________________

Guardian/Parent’s name PRINTED ______________________________________________________

Guardian/Parent’s signature ___________________________________________________________

Guardian/Parent’s email address _______________________________________________________

Guardian/Parent’s phone number _______________________________________________________

Comments:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
