Advanced Placement Environmental Science Course Syllabus 2013/2014
Teacher: Mrs. McAllister

Room 707 Fall, Room 757 Spring 
G Building

 Textbook: 

The textbook is Environmental Science by Holt McDougal (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company) By: Heitaus, Arms, 2013

Resources: 
Online Textbook: Friedland, Andrew, Rick Relyea and David Courard-Hauri. Environmental Science for AP*. W. H. Freeman and Company.

Guest Speakers: 
 Former students in Environmental Field (Lawrence Livermore Lab- Climate Change, Chevron – Non-renewable resources), PG &E – Natural gas, SMUD – Renewable Resources, Solar Array Expert, Interns from UC Davis and Sacramento State University. 

Web Sites: 
Various and many, but will include apcentralcollegeboard.org and enviroliteracy.org, Khan Academy, California Education and the Environmental Initiative, CAEEI and available DVD. 

Possible Student Community Service Hours:
Earth Day, Gardening, Recycling Program.

Possible fieldtrips:

 Butte Community College, Water Treatment Plant, Sac. County Recycling Center, SMUD, Fuel Cell Partnership, Cache Creek Nature Preserve, Waste Water Treatment Plant, Landfill, Dairy Farm – Biomass/ Biodigester CH4.

I. GOALS FOR THE CLASS:

1.  Learn about the environment, relevant issues, and our role in the environment.

2.  Learn how to make our lives and our resources more sustainable, and why it is important.

3. Help students prepare for college and the level of work.

4.  Prepare students to take the Advanced Placement Environmental Science test on Monday May 5th 2014, and pass with a 3 or better.

II. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

 Students in the APES course will gain hands – on experience in lab and field investigations to learn about environmental systems. In addition, the students will develop well thought out, thorough experiments and use appropriate instruments accurately. Lecture will facilitate learning with students taking notes in their composition style notebooks.  The labs will include data interpretation and analysis with accurate data tables, graphs and conclusions with meaningful findings. Also, observations, hypotheses, and further questions to explore are important lab report aspects to develop in this class. Concepts learned in class activities will be applied to relevant labs and field work in an effort to provide solutions to our environmental problems. Math calculations are a must, including but not limited to dimensional analysis. The APES course themes and topics (for a complete list, refer to the online website listed below),will be applied throughout the various methods of instruction to meet curriculum requirements. The six themes, which provide a foundation for the structure of the AP Environmental Science (APES) course are: 

1) Science is a process. 

2) Energy conservation underlies all ecological processes.

3) The Earth itself is one interconnected system.

4) Humans alter natural systems.

5) Environmental problems have a cultural and social context.

6) Human survival depends on developing practices that will result in sustainable systems. 

APES meets the A – G College requirement, specifically the “d” laboratory science requirement.

III. GRADING CATEGORIES & PERCENTAGES:

· Tests



40%

· Quizzes



20%

· Labs/Notebook


20%

· Projects/ Homework

20%
IV. GRADING SCALE
100% - 90% = A; 89% - 80% = B; 79% - 70% C; 69%- 60% = D; 59% - 0% = F

Tests/ Quizzes will comprise 60% of your overall grade.  Grades will be cumulative for the semester.

A. Assignments will be posted daily on the board or power point and/ or posted on line at the: RCHS website, Science, Environmental Science, McAllister: http://rivercity.wusd.k12.ca.us/ My email address: jmcallister@wusd.k12.ca.us Homework will be given every weeknight. It is expected that the Environmental Science chapters assigned will be read as homework. Homework, Quizzes, Notes, Projects, Posters, Tests, and Finals will be graded only if the absence is excused.  
V. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE NOTEBOOK – Refer to RCHS science website.

Composition Style Notebook with sewn pages will be used every day and will need to be purchased As Soon As Possible.

VI. CLASS RULES – Refer the student handbook.

A. Be considerate of the rights of others to learn/ respect other students’ and their property.

B. NO Put – Downs!

C. No food, drink, candy, or gum is to be consumed during class.  No make – up applied in class.

D. No personal stereo equipment, pagers, cell phones, i-pods, etc. to be used during class.

E. Raise your hand to ask questions and participate in class, show respect to others.

F. I dismiss you, not the bell.

G. Be in your seat when the tardy bell sounds or you will be marked tardy.

Failure to follow the class rules will result in a warning, detention(s), changing of seat,  phone call home, ISS (In School Suspension) – period or day, Conference(s) (with &/ or without parent(s), counselors, teachers, or administration members), suspensions.  Please refer to the student manual for more specifics.

VI I. 
COURSE TOPIC OUTLINE- Refer to Environmental Science website.

I have read and understand these class rules and expectations:

Parents/ Guardians, your young adult should have homework/reading every weeknight. The web site for the Environmental Science book is: my.hrw.com. Please notify me at school through email, if you have any questions, concerns, want to be a chaperone on a fieldtrip or know of resources/ connections that might help facilitate the class. Thank you for your time. I look forward to a great term.  Mrs. McAllister

Student:  __________________________________________
Date:  ____________________________

Parent(s)/ Guardian(s):  _____________________________________________________________________
