
Write about a theme.  9th Edition AP Campbell’s Biology 

Grading rubric – Explains criteria on which your writing may be graded. 

Understanding the 
Theme & 
Relationship to Topic 

Use of Supporting 
Examples or details 

Appropriate Use 
of Terminology 

Quality of 
Writing 

4  Evidence of full a 
& complete 
understanding 

Examples are well 
chosen, details 
accurate and 
applied to theme 

Accurate 
scientific 
terminology 
enhances the 
essay 

Excellent 
organization, 
sentence 
structure & 
grammar 

3 Evidence of good 
understanding 

Examples or details 
are generally well 
applied to theme 

Terminology is 
correctly used 

Good 
sentence flow, 
sentence 
structure, and 
grammar 

2 Evidence of a basic 
understanding 

Supporting 
examples and 
details are 
adequate 

Terminology 
used is not 
totally accurate 
or appropriate 

Some 
organizational 
and 
grammatical 
problems. 

1 Evidence of limited 
understanding 

Examples and 
details are minimal 

Appropriate 
terminology is 
not present 

Poorly 
organized.  
Grammatical 
and spelling 
errors detract 
from essay. 

0 Essay shows no 
understanding of 
theme 

Examples lacking or 
incorrect 

Terminology 
lacking or 
incorrect 

Essay is very 
poorly written 

Other help: 

www.masteringbiology.com 
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