Air Masses
An air mass is a huge body of air that takes of the characteristics of the land below it. An air mass that forms over water is wet and humid. These are known as maritime air masses. An air mass that forms over land is known as a continental air mass. Continental air masses are dry.  Air masses are also categorized by their temperature.  A warm air mass is known as a tropical air mass. Air masses that form over cold regions are known as polar air masses. Air masses that form over freezing areas are known as arctic air masses. Air masses are identified by their temperature and the amount of moisture in the air mass.

Example: A Wet, Cold  air mass is a Maritime Polar( mP). 

Assignment:  Draw and label the map on page 303. Label the warm air mass ( Red, Orange, or Yellow). Label the cold air masses ( blue, green or purple).  You will also need a special color for the Arctic air mass. 
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