	RCHS Jazz Band Handbook 2013-14

	Director Contact Info 

Felicia Weatherly
Director of Jazz Studies
River City High School 
(916) 375-7800 
fweatherly@wusd.k12.ca.us

	This handbook has been created so that students and parents will have an understanding of the music program at River City High School. This manual will describe the policies that musicians and parents need to adhere to. Our music program’s goal is to build a reputation of having musically superior ensembles, made up of dedicated and well respected music students. It is up to all of us to create this tradition of excellence.

	Participation Policy 
Jazz Band is a performance-based course that requires a student’s attendance and participation outside of regular school hours and days. Performance dates and times are sometimes scheduled by outside organizations, and we have to be able to accommodate their needs. 

Your attendance and participation is crucial to the success of all students in the ensemble every time, so you must attend all rehearsals and performances whenever possible. We need you!

 Performances are a required part of the course. You will be given a performance schedule well in advance. Please make note of this and bring any conflict to the director’s attention ASAP. Notification of a conflict must be brought to the director’s attention at least one week prior to the event. If a missed performance is due to an emergency, a note from a parent explaining the reason is due the next day.  An alternate assignment will be given to make up points. Please realize that continued missed performances will compromise your position in the performing ensemble. 
Alternate Assignments –Students with an approved absence (by the director) will be able to do an alternate assignment for equivalent credit. There are no “make-up concerts.”  

Rehearsals are essential to success! It is expected that you will make all scheduled rehearsals. If you miss any rehearsal for any reason (including present but not participating) you have four options to make up the points: 

· Schedule a 15 minute lesson with the director on your band parts

· Record a 15 minute practice session at home and submit an audio recording of it to the director

· Watch a YouTube tutorial on your instrument and write one paragraph describing what you learned

· Watch three YouTube videos of professionals on your instrument and write one paragraph describing what you learned

	Dress for Performances

Formal concerts require formal attire.

Men: black shoes, slacks and socks and dress shirt, tie the color of your choice as long as it adheres to school dress code rules. 
Women: either the same as men or appropriate dress (ideally 20's-40's style) and dress shoes. 
For more casual concerts the band shirt ($15), Jeans and tennis shoes will be used. The dress code for concerts will be strictly enforced!

	Homework/Practicing

To be successful at anything in life, you need to apply yourself. To be a successful musician, you need to practice. It is up to you to do your homework (practice) for rehearsals. You should practice for rehearsals, tests, challenges and performances. Check with your directors for time available to help. The more you practice, the better we all sound! In addition to practicing you will have a check-off sheet of different musical exercises that you will need to complete throughout the semester. 

	Responsibilities

· Have your instrument and music every day, including REEDS or VALVE/SLIDE OIL

· Keep your instrument in good working order

· Try to improve every day

· Have respect for each other

· Follow school and class rules

· Help set up and tear down on gigs

	Discipline and Behavior Policy

The instructor will follow the school’s Discipline Matrix. Because the musicians are constantly on display, each member must always be aware of the importance of good behavior. We are not just playing a gig; we are putting on a show. When we perform, you must remember that you are not individuals. We represent the instructors, the ensemble, the school, and the community whenever we perform or appear in public. Any misconduct casts a direct negative reflection on everyone mentioned above and will undo all the hard work of the music program. School rules will be strictly enforced with class detention and/or referrals.

	Rules

· You are ready to rehearse when the conductor is in front of the ensemble

· You may not use any percussion equipment without permission

· Remain quiet during rehearsal

· Stop playing when you are cut off

· Maintain good behavior during rehearsals and gigs (especially on music trips)
· No running or rough housing in the room

· No food or drinks (unless approved by the instructor)

	Grading

Your grade is made up of the following: 

· Performances (100 points each)

· Rehearsals (5 points each)

· Performances Standards check-off Sheet (100 points). This sheet will be given to you at the beginning of each semester. It has various musical skills that you must demonstrate proficiency with to the director outside of class time. If you get all of the areas initialed by the instructor you can turn it in and receive full credit for the assignment.
Conclusion

Jazz Band is unlike any other class. I will ask you to take risks, trust me, and to do new things. I will also demand this of myself. Enjoy this class and this experience, revel in the victories and learn from mistakes. Each and every one of you is in here for a reason, you are special. Now fulfill and surpass the potential  you have shown.  Let's have a great year of music!

	Jazz Band Handbook

I have read and understood the Jazz Band Handbook.

Please sign and return to your instructors:

Student name ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________________
                                                           
(Print)

Student signature ___________________________________________ date_____________
Student email:_____________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian ___________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                (Print)
Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________ date____________

Phone # ____________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

Parent email:________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian 1____________________________________________________________________
                                                                                    ( relationship to student)
Occupation_________________________________________________________________________
Special skills such as tailoring/graphic design/ web design/ public relations

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian 2____________________________________________________________________
                                                                                    ( relationship to student)
Occupation_________________________________________________________________________
Special skills such as tailoring/graphic design/ web design/ public relations

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	


Media Release

The River City Regiment performs at many events that are filmed or recorded. We are not always in control of recorded material. We do however depend on the use of video and audio recordings to recruit and maintain a high standard of performance. The following was borrowed from the Yale music program. This is the same agreement that Yale music students make when attending their music program. 

Grant: For any and all performances, events, and activities sponsored by River City High School’s VAPA Department (RCHS VAPA Department), and for consideration which I acknowledge, I irrevocably grant to RCHS VAPA Department and RCHS VAPA Department’s assigns, licensees and successors the right to record, photograph, publish, stream live, broadcast, distribute, exhibit, digitize, copyright, license, transfer with or without consideration, reproduce, edit, or otherwise use my name, biographical information, recorded voice, recorded performance or video, photograph, likeness and/or performance in print, television, radio, electronic media and all other forms of media now known or hereafter invented. I agree that such use can be for any purpose at RCHS VAPA Department’s discretion, including without limitation, education, trade or any commercial purpose throughout the world and in perpetuity. RCHS VAPA Department is permitted, although not obligated, to include my name as a credit in connection with such use. 

Release: I release RCHS VAPA Department and RCHS VAPA Department’s assigns, licensees and successors from any claims that may arise regarding the use of my image, name, biographical information and/or voice/performance including any claims of defamation, invasion of privacy, or infringement of moral rights, rights of publicity or copyright. I have no right of approval or inspection and no claim for compensation arising out of or in connection with, any use, alteration, or use in any composite form hereunder. RCHS VAPA Department is not obligated to utilize any of the rights granted in this Agreement

Parent/guardian consent (include if the person is under 18): I am the parent or guardian of the

minor named above. I have the legal right to consent to and do consent to the terms and conditions of this release. 

Parent/Guardian Name___________________________________________________Date____________________________
                                                                                           (Print)
 Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________________________________________

I have read and understood the foregoing and I am over the age of 18 □Yes □No. This Agreement expresses the complete understanding of the parties. 

Student Name__________________________________________________________ Date____________________________
                                                                                           (Print)
Student Signature________________________________________________________________________________________
