River City High School
Guitar Two, Fall 2014
Teacher: Mrs. Weatherly



Email: fweatherly@wusd.k12.ca.us

Classroom: 656, F building



Phone: (916) 375-7800

Prep Period: third period
Class Objective: This class is designed to build on the foundation established in guitar one. Topics to be covered will include open and barre chords, rock, blues, folk, classical and jazz guitar styles, songwriting and tablature and teaching music. Students will learn how to set up and run a PA system, how to record, sing their songs and arrange and work with a band. Additionally, students are required to perform at the guitar recital on  January 13th. 
Lab Fee: Students are to pay a $10 lab fee to cover strings, picks, materials for composing and recording. This fee is due no later than September 5th. 
Equipment: Students who own guitars will have more opportunities to practice and perfect their assignments. If at all possible, please get your child a guitar. New ones can be surprisingly inexpensive, like this one online for only $49.95:

http://www.wwbw.com/Rogue-Starter-Acoustic-Guitar-519266-i1150529.wwbw
This is the same guitar that we use in class (so it is durable!) and it gets excellent ratings.

The school owns 35 guitars that we loan during class. Because there are nearly 120 guitar students, the instruments can not leave the classroom. Additionally, students wishing to use a school guitar must sign, along with their parents, a contract accepting responsibility for the guitar while they use it in class. This form must be signed even for occasional use (like when they forget to bring their own guitar for whatever reason).
Grading: 


Weekly assignment


40%


Class participation/behavior points
20%


Weekly in-class recital

20%


Quizzes and assignments

10%


Evening performance
(1-13-15)
5%


Final (10% first semester, 5% second semester)

Advice: 

Cut your nails, they make playing well nearly impossible


Practice as much as you can. Take advantage of the in-class practice time


Don't expect this to be an easy 'A,' it's not. :)

Week


Focus



Additional topics



First Semester
1. Aug 20-22
Open Chords (A and D family)
Surviving the first in-class recital
2. Aug 25-29
Open Chords (G and C family)
Beginning singing
3. Sept 2-5
Barre Chords
(based on E)

Tuning the guitar with a tuner
4. Sept 8-12
Barre Chords Continued (b.on A)
Tuning the guitar to itself



5. Sept 15-19
Review and testing of chords

Quarter final

End of Progress Period
6. Sept 22-26
Rock




Early rock strumming and 








progressions


7. Sept 29-3
Blues




Writing a blues

8. Oct 6-10
Folk/Rock



Capo, Arpeggio, Thumb-brush style,








Carter Style, Travis picking, style
9. Oct 13-17
Review of styles


Finals

Second Semester

10. Oct 20-24
Songwriting



Song form and analysis
11. Oct 27-31
Songwriting



Song form and analysis II
12. Nov 3-7 
Songwriting



Working with a band
13. Nov 10-14
Songwriting



Creating a promo pack
End of Progress Period
14. Nov 17-21
Introduction to teaching

writing third song
15. Dec 1-5
Teaching/ begin recordings

using recording equipment
16. Dec 8-12
Teaching/recording


mixing after recording
17. Dec 15-18 Holiday music



Promo packs due
18. Jan 5-9
Teaching review


'Student' performances




19. Jan 12-16
Evening recital  and Finals
