River City High School
Guitar, Fall 2014
Teacher: Mrs. Weatherly



Email: fweatherly@wusd.k12.ca.us

Classroom: 656, F building



Phone: (916) 375-7800

Prep Period: third period
Class Objective: This class is designed to introduce the fundamentals of guitar playing: reading of standard musical notation and playing basic chords. It is the expectation that students will complete book one by the end of the semester. Students will also learn music theory, form analysis and basic song writing. Students will also experience singing while accompanying themselves on guitar, playing duets, using a microphone and PA system. Additionally, students are required to perform at the guitar recital on January 13th. 

Required Text: Hal Leonard Guitar Method, Book One. The book, as well as some picks and replacement strings are included in the classes $10 lab fee. The fee is due no later than September 5th. Please contact the teacher with any further questions.

Equipment: Students who own guitars will have more opportunities to practice and perfect their assignments. If at all possible, please get your child a guitar. New ones can be surprisingly inexpensive, like this one online for only $49.95:

http://www.wwbw.com/Rogue-Starter-Acoustic-Guitar-519266-i1150529.wwbw
This is the same guitar that we use in class (so it is durable!) and it gets excellent ratings.

The school owns 35 guitars that we loan during class. Because there are nearly 60 guitar students, the instruments can not leave the classroom. Additionally, students wishing to use a school guitar must sign, along with their parents, a contract accepting responsibility for the guitar while they use it in class. This form must be signed even for occasional use (like when they forget to bring their own guitar for whatever reason).
Grading: 


The weekly assigned song

40%


Class participation/behavior points
20%


Weekly in-class recital

20%


Quizzes and assignments

10%


Evening performance
(1-13-15)
5%


Final (10% first semester, 5% second semester)

Advice: Bring in the money and get the book as soon as possible


Cut your nails, they make playing well nearly impossible


Practice as much as you can. Take advantage of the in-class practice time


Don't expect this to be an easy 'A,' it's not. :)

Week

Focus





Assigned song of the week
First Semester
1. Aug 20-22
Notes on the 1st (E) string


Spanish Theme



Surviving the first in-class recital
2. Aug 25-29
Notes on the 2nd (B) string


Ode to Joy



Beginning Music Notation

3. Sept 2-5
Notes on the 3rd (G) string


Au Clair de la Lune



Duets

4. Sept 8-12
Notes on the 4th (D) string


Worried Man Blues



The blues
5. Sept 15-19
C and G7 Chords



Tom Dooly



Tuning using a tuner



End of Progress Period

6. Sept 22-26
G and D7 Chords



Pay Me My Money Down


Singing along


7. Sept 29-3
3/4 Time




Amazing Grace



Rhythm clapping, part 1
8. Oct 6-10
Notes on the 5th (A) string


Greensleeves



Changing a guitar string

9. Oct 13-17
Review/Finals





Second Semester

10. Oct 20-24
Notes on the 6th (E) string


Bass Rock



Introduction to teaching 
11. Oct 27-31
Half and Whole Steps/ F#


Danny Boy



Students and teachers



12. Nov 3-7
Key Signatures



Spy Riff



Performing
13. Nov 10-14
Rests





Red River Valley



Rhythm clapping, part 2



14. Nov 17-21
Eighth Notes




Star Spangled Banner 


The guitar in classical music


End of Progress Period
15. Dec 1-5
Em/D Chords




Simple Gifts



Form Analysis: Pop songs




16. Dec 8-12
C#





Rockin' Blues



Everyone changes a string
17. Dec 15-18
A7 Chord




Minuet in G



Everyone changes a string
18. Jan 5-9
Review/make-ups



Evening recital
19. Jan 12-16
Finals
