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Descripción del curso/ Course description: AP Spanish Language and Culture is a college-level course intended for students in their fourth year of study of Spanish.  The three modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational) defined in the Standards of Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century are foundational to the AP Spanish  Language and Culture Course.  Course work provides students with opportunities to demonstrate their proficiency in each of the three modes in the intermediate to pre-advanced range as described in the ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners.  
Students who enroll in this course should already have a good command of the grammar and considerable competence in listening, reading, speaking and writing.  When communicating, students in the AP Spanish Language and Culture course demonstrate an understanding of the culture(s), incorporate interdisciplinary topics (connections), make comparisons between the native language and the target language and between cultures (comparisons), and use the target language in real-life settings (communities).  Exclusive use of Spanish by teacher and students for active communication is expected in the classroom.  Students use several primary textbooks and other authentic materials and resources that are in accordance with those suggested on the College Board website.  Students are expected to take the AP Spanish Language and Culture exam at the end of this course.  

Libro de texto principal /Primary text: 
· Temas (textbook)
Supplemental materials
· Galería de Arte y Vida (textbook)
· Triángulo Aprobado (workbook) 
· Other sources: Newspapers, magazines, online resources including:
· http://www.ver-tal/noticias
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo
· http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria
· http://www.elnuevoherald.com
· http://www.eluniverso.com
· http://www.nacion.com
· http://www.masvoces.org
· http://www.unesco.org
· http://www.ciudadseva.com
General Guide to Thematic Units (timeline may vary)
	Unit 1- El valor de la familia y la comunidad 
Theme: Families and Communities/Las familias y las Comunidades [CR6e] 
Contexts Included:
· Customs and Values/ Las tradiciones y los valores 
· Education Communities/ Las comunidades educativas 
· Family Structure/ La estructura de la familia 
· Global Citizenship/ La ciudadanía global 
· Human Geography/ La geografía humana 
· Social Networking/ Las redes sociales 

Essential Questions:
· ¿Qué forma de educación es la más eficaz: coeducativa, en casa, pública, privada, diferenciada? 
· ¿Cómo se define la familia en distintas sociedades? ¿Cuál es la diferencia del concepto de la “familia extendida” en distintas culturas? 
· ¿Cómo contribuyen los individuos al bienestar de las comunidades?
· ¿Cómo han afectado las redes sociales las conexiones personales?
· ¿Cuáles son unas tradiciones que se practican en países de habla hispana?

Connections also to the themes of: Los desafíos mundiales, La vida contemporánea, la belleza y la estética, Las identidades personales y públicas, La ciencia y la tecnología 


	Unit 2: Los efectos de la tecnología
Theme: Science and Technology/ La ciencia y la tecnología [CR6b]
Contexts Included: 
· Assess to Technology/ El acceso a la tecnología 
· Effects to Technology on Self and Society/ Los efectos de la tecnología en el individuo y en la sociedad
· Health Care and Medicine/ El cuidado de la salud y la medicina 
· Innovations/ Las innovaciones tecnológicas 
· Natural Phenomena/ Los fenómenos naturales 
· Science and Ethics/ La ciencia y la ética 

Essential Questions: 

· ¿Qué impacto tiene el desarrollo científico y tecnológico en nuestras vidas?
· ¿Cuáles son las ventajas y desventajas de la tecnología? (unas ideas: el sedentarismo, el acoso cibernético, el sobrepeso, los dispositivos que advierten el robo, las innovaciones médicas, los robots que ayudan a los minusválidos o que hacen los quehaceres, las cámaras de seguridad, GPS, los viajes espaciales, comprar en internet)
· ¿Cómo pueden las innovaciones tecnológicas potenciar el desarrollo de un país?
· ¿Qué papel cumple la ética en los avances científicos?



	Unit 3-¿Cómo se define la belleza?   
Theme: Beauty and Aesthetics/ La belleza y la estética [CR6f]
Contexts Covered:
· Architecture/ La arquitectura 
· Defining Beauty/ Definiciones de la belleza 
· Defining Creativity/ Definiciones de la creatividad
· Fashion and Design/ La moda y el diseño 
· Language and Literature/ El lenguaje y la literatura 

Essential Questions:
· ¿Qué valora más la gente de tu comunidad lo práctico o lo estético en la arquitectura y en la moda? 
· ¿Cómo influyen los ideales de la belleza y la estética en la vida cotidiana?
· ¿Cómo las artes desafían y reflejan las perspectivas culturales?
· ¿Cómo se define la belleza?
· ¿Cómo se establecen las percepciones de la belleza y la creatividad?
 
Connections also to the themes of: La vida contemporánea, Las identidades personales y públicas. 

	Unit 4-¿Quiénes somos y cómo es nuestra vida? 
Theme: Contemporary Life / La vida contemporánea [CR6c]
Contexts Covered:
· Education and Careers/ La educación y las carreras profesionales 
· Lifestyles/ Los estilos de la vida
· Relationships/ Las relaciones personales

Essential Questions: 
· ¿Cuáles son los desafíos de la vida contemporánea? 
· ¿Cuáles son las profesiones más rentables, más demandadas?
· ¿Cuáles son los valores de la sociedad actual y cómo han cambiado?
· ¿Cómo ha cambiado el lenguaje debido al chat cibernético y los tuits?
· ¿Cómo puede un individuo mejorar el mundo?
· ¿Cuáles son unas costumbres y tradiciones comunes de los países de habla hispana.   ¿Cómo definen los individuos y las sociedades su propia calidad de vida? 
· ¿Cómo influyen los productos culturales, las prácticas y las perspectivas de la gente en la vida contemporánea? 

Connections also to the themes of: Los desafíos globales, Las identidades personales y públicas, La ciencia y la tecnología, Las familias y las comunidades, La belleza y la estética

	Unit 5- Nosotros y nuestro mundo  
Theme: Global Challenges / Desafíos mundiales  [CR6a] 
Contexts Covered: 
· Economic Issues/  Los temas económicos 
· Enviornmental Issues/ Los temas del medio ambiente 
· Philisophical Thought and Religion/ El pensamiento filosófico y la religión 
· Population and Demographics / La población y la demografía 
· Social Welfare/ El bienestar social
· Social Conscience/ La conciencia social
Essential Questions: 

· ¿Cuáles son los desafíos sociales, políticos y del medio ambiente que enfrentan las sociedades del    mundo?
· ¿Cuáles son los orígenes de esos desafíos? 
· ¿Cuáles son algunas posibles soluciones a esos desafíos?
· ¿Cómo afecta la economía de un país la de los demás?
· ¿Cómo ha afectado la globalización internacional la economía de cada país?
· ¿Cuáles son unos de los desafíos que enfrentan los inmigrantes?



	Unit 6 : El individuo y su identidad 
Theme: Personal and Public Identities/ Las identidades personales y públicas
· Alienation and Assimilation/ La enajenación y la asimilación 
· Heroes and Historical Figures/ Los héroes y los personajes históricos 
· National and Ethnic Identities/ La identidad nacional y la identidad étnica 
· Personal Beliefs/ Las creencias personales 
· Self-Image/ La autoestima 

Essential Questions: 

· ¿Cómo influyen la lengua y la cultura en la identidad en diversas situaciones?
· ¿Cómo se desarrolla la identidad de una persona a lo largo del tiempo?
· ¿Qué factores forman la identidad del individuo?  
· ¿Cuál es la definición de héroe?  ¿Quiénes son algunos héroes religiosos?
· ¿Cuáles son los desafíos de la inmigración??
· ¿Cómo se expresan los distintos aspectos de la identidad en diversas situaciones?

Connections also to the themes of: Los desafíos mundiales, La vida contemporánea, las familias y comunidades





Materiales necesarios/ Required Material:  Please bring all the following materials daily.  You should have these materials by the third day of class.  If you have any special circumstances and cannot bring these materials to class, please see Mrs. Nieves immediately.  
1. Writing utensils: Both Black pens and pencils
2. Binder designated for Spanish class
3. Loose-leaf binder paper 
4. White-board marker (these will be used daily) 
Carpeta /Binder: Your binder is your portfolio of all your work completed during the course. It is to be maintained organized and neat throughout the term.  Your binder will be checked periodically during the term and graded on completion and organization.  It should be kept in chronologically order and divided up into the following categories:
1. Warm-ups
2. Notes (Cornell suggested format)
3. Important Handouts
4. Returned tests and quizzes 
Student responsibilities and expectations:
El comportamiento/ Classroom behavior:
Please refer to the Student Handbook for all rules regarding behavior and dress-code in the classroom.  There is a NO TOLERANCE Policy for disrespectful behavior or offensive remarks regarding gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, intelligence, or physical appearance.  Although participation is highly encouraged in a language class, conversation is limited to the topic at hand.  Any side-conversations or disrespectful interruptions will not be tolerated.  Please see the following student expectations: 
1. All students will treat each other and the teacher with respect and courtesy.
2. All students will pay attention while the teacher is speaking to the class. 
3. All students will come prepared to learn and work upon entering the classroom. 
4. All students will complete their work with integrity. 
5. All student will comply with the classroom rules.  

Las reglas: The following are not allowed and will result in an initial warning, if the problem persists these behaviors will result in a detention or referral to AP.                                                                                                                                              
1. Gum chewing; eating or drinking.   (Water in a closed container is the exception)                                                                                                                     
2. All electronic devices and accessories will be turned off and out of sight.  (This include earphones around the neck and earbuds).                                                                                                                          
3. Moving about the classroom or leaving the classroom without the teacher’s permission.	     
4. Backpacks on your lap or on your desk; they must remain on the floor.  
5. Personal grooming (This includes playing with other classmate’s hair). 
Consecuencias/ Consequences:  3 Strikes system 
1- Verbal warning               2- Detention                3- Referral to the Assistant Principal 
El plagio/Academic Fraud:  All assignments are to be completed individually and to the best of the student’s ability.  Copying from another person or another source, including the internet, is considered cheating.  If any assignment is questionable, the student will be referred to an assistant principal  immediately.  Using an online translator or copying from the internet is also considered cheating. 
Los deberes y la detención académica/ Homework Policy and Academic Detention:  You can expect to have homework almost every single day. Completing homework assignments is essential for learning.  Therefore, all homework assignments need to be complete, neat, and organized. Homework assignments will be collected at the beginning of class, before students start the daily warm-up (repasos).  Each homework assignment is worth 30 pts. Students will receive 30 points for completed and mostly accurate work, 20 points for half completed work or multiple errors (50%), 16 points for incomplete, largely inaccurate work (more than 50% errors).  No late work is accepted. 
If you are absent, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE for retrieving any necessary handouts and/or instructions and turning in the homework that was assigned the day you were gone the following day or upon return.  You have the same amount of days you are absent to make up the missing work.  
Pruebas y exámenes/ Quizzes and Tests: There will be weekly quizzes on vocabulary, listening/reading comprehension, speaking and grammar structures.  Students can expect at least two quizzes or a test per week.  If a student misses a quiz or test, it is THEIR RESPONSIBILITY to arrange a time to re-take the quiz and will have one day for each day absent to make up a quiz or otherwise will earn a "0". (Example:  Student is sick on Monday and Tuesday, student has until Thursday to take the test)
Retake policy:  If a student received a 69.99% or lower, the student has the option to attend a tutorial and to take a retake within two weeks of the quiz or test.  The student should also communicate this with the teacher as soon as possible.
Pases de baño/ Bathroom Passes:  Each student will receive bathroom passes each semester.  These are only to be used for emergencies and will not be replaced if lost.  The passes expire at the end of the semester.  
Participación/ Participation in Spanish: Class participation is based on the following: 
1. Student’s punctuality and attendance. 
2. Student’s behavior. 
3. Verbal and written participation in class activities
Verbal participation in activities and discussions is essential for your success and acquisition of the Spanish language. Students are expected apply what they learn and to try their best when participating in Spanish.  There are numerous opportunities for students to volunteer during class, (i.e. contributing to class discussions, answering questions from warm-ups, and revising homework, performing skits, presentations, etc). Points are recorded daily. 
Movies rated higher than a ‘’G’’
Occasionally we will watch films or pieces of films that are rated higher than the MPAA ‘’G’’ rating; in class to supplement a unit or theme.  Movies such as La Bamba, Mi Familia, Diarios de motocicleta, Laberinto de fauno, Apocalypto, Mar Adentro, etc.  By signing this syllabus, parents’ grant permission for their students to watch these movies rated higher than a MPAA ‘’G’’ rating. If parents wish to not grant their student permission, please indicate that in the comments section. The student will then be assigned an alternative assignment and be sent out of class for the duration of the film. 

Grading Scale:	 			 							
	100-98 = A+   
	89-88 = B+
	79-78 = C+  
	69-68 = D+  

	97-93 = A  
	87-83 = B
	77-73 =C   
	67-63=D

	92-90 = A-
	82-80 = B-  
	72-70 =C-
	62-60= D-

	
	
	
	59 and below = F




Grade weight categories: 									
Exams and Quizzes:	     20%
Final: 			     15%
Homework: 		     20%
Class work/Participation:  25%
Projects/Presentations:	     20%
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Parents and Students;
	Please complete the following and return to class the following day as it counts as your first assignment.   ‘’We have read and understood the preceding policies.’’
Student’s name PRINT ___________________________
Student’s name signature ________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s name PRINT __________________________
Parent/Guardian’s signature ________________________________________
Parent Contact Info: 										
Home Telephone Number:
Cell phone Number:
E-mail Address:
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

