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Propaganda Posters of World War II 
Mr. Duff 
River City High School 
West Sacramento, CA
    This WebQuest is intended to accompany the reading of The Wave, a novel by Todd Strasser (Dell Publishing, U.S.A., 1981).  However, the WebQuest could coordinate with any high school class's study of propaganda or World War II. 

Teacher Information
    This WebQuest, as the introduction indicates, is designed for complimentary study with The Wave by Todd Strasser.  However, it may certainly lend itself to any study of Propaganda, the Propaganda of World War II, or the history of World War II.  The WebQuest relies on a number of links offering primary source information from the 1930's and 1940's, specifically posters, photos, and documents. 
Grade level:  The WebQuest may be used at any high school level. 

Delivery:    A computer lab with Internet access 

Time: 
Day 1:		One day to do Treasure Hunt (background terms of WWII) 
            
Days 2-3:	Two days to do Questions on Propaganda, understand Roles, do Role Readings and then Propaganda Poster Readings, noting both on the Organizer. 
            
Day 4:		One day to plan and draft Persuasive writing. 
            
Day 5:		One day to edit and finalize Persuasive writing. 
            
Day 6:		One day to share Persuasive writings in Town Meeting. 
Sources:  For further information about WebQuests and examples, visit Tom March's site, http://www.ozline.com/    The Articles and Writings at this site are particularly helpful. 






INTRODUCTION: 
  In the book The Wave by Todd Strasser, based on a true incident, a group of high school students studying World War II asked an important question:  "How could the Germans sit back while the Nazis slaughtered people all around them and say they didn't know about it?"  Before and during World War II, tragically the Nazis did kill over 10 million people, mostly Jews.  In searching for an answer for his students, teacher Ben Ross devised an experiment.  He knew the answer involved active propaganda on the part of the German government, so he used these methods to teach his students. Things got scary before they got better for Ben Ross's students.  For us, the question is still important. 
· Does propaganda really work?
· How and why is it effective?
· Were the Germans the only country to engage in propaganda during World War II?
  These questions are the subject of this WebQuest. 
    In this WebQuest, you will learn more about Nazi Germany, see examples of propaganda and analyze its power, assume roles as citizens of Germany or the U.S., write persuasive pieces regarding your impressions of posters displayed during World War II, and participate in a town meeting.  You will also have fun working with others, develop your talents in web-based research, and learn about persuasive writing.  Have a great time with this Quest! 



Day 1:
BACKGROUND: TERM TREASURE HUNT Reading The Wave or studying World War II can be more productive if you understand common terms relating to the Nazi movement.  Take notes using the handout copy your teacher provides.  Then use the links below to search for definitions for the terms.  When you're done, you'll have a working vocabulary for the Nazi movement. (Be ready for a Quiz on the Terms!) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
  Handout: Terms for Hitler’s Era located at end of this document
	References:

	  The Third Reich Fact Book

	  WWII in Europe

	  Ask Jeeves

	  Wikipedia

	  Webster’s Dictionary

	  World Book and Brittanica on HHS Home Page, bottom, under Research.



  
 
  




Days 2-3:
 Now that you know more about World War II, let's get back to the big questions.  What is Propaganda?  Click on the links below, and take notes to answer the questions.  A Handout is provided for the focus “types”.  See the end of this document.
1. PROPAGANDA:  What is it? 
2. What are the eight common techniques of propaganda?   List and give brief definitions of each. 
Note: It is highly recommended you take notes on how to identify each!
ROLES: 
At this point, now that you understand more about propaganda, you're ready for assuming a role. 
    
You will be a German or American citizen during World War II.  (Your teacher may assign you to your role.)  Your specific role will be a Journalist, a Soldier, or a Farmer.  In your country you see and hear the images of propaganda that your government puts out, including songs, films, speeches, flags, and posters. 

The premise:    
Following the war an international group comes to your town to get citizen input about propaganda.  You are invited to a big "town meeting" with people from both the U.S. and Germany to express your views about the propaganda you've seen during and before the war, specifically the posters of your country.  This "town meeting" will be in a neutral country. You will represent your country at the meeting.  Your views as an individual about the importance of the war, your hopes, problems, and needs are all very important as you discuss the effects of the propaganda your country used. 
    
To present your impressions of the propaganda you will write a persuasive speech, which you will read at the meeting.  The purpose of the speech will be to convince those at the meeting about the effects the posters had on you and others. (More about the persuasive speech later in the Quest!) 
[bookmark: Organizer] 
Objective/Activity:  
 You will work as a team with someone who has the same role as you and research the following topics for your country and take notes on the Organizer. (Your teacher will give you a copy of the Organizer or you may take notes to make your own.)  Together, you will research the items listed below, while each takes notes on your own Organizer.  Sorry, the original links no longer work…you’ll have to do the research on your own.
   
 These topics will help you realize what the countries were like before the outbreak of war.  What economic conditions were present?  What political forces influenced the countries?  Imagine how these would have affected you as a citizen. 
  
Teacher:  Break the class into two large groups:  Germans and Americans.  Next, within each group, assign a specific role: Journalist, Soldier or Farmer.  We need to make sure there is an equal amount of all roles.  Then, each role should be paired up with another of the same role, within their group.
Students:  In your roles, you may converse with other roles to “get a feel” for what is happening around you.  Do not go outside your “nationality” though…Germans talk to Germans; Americans talk to Americans.  Do take caution, though.  You want to form your own opinions about “What’s happening” rather than let someone sway you!
	  

	GERMAN:  Research the topics listed here. Think about your role and how you feel about your country. 
1930s Depression in Germany 
Rise of Hitler 
Fascism 
Prelude to War: Photos
	OR           
	AMERICAN: Research the topics listed here. Think about your role and how you feel about your country. 
1930s Depression in the United States 
Roosevelt and the New Deal 
Photos of New Deal Era

	Soldier - You believe in military might and the strength of your country.
	
	Soldier - You believe in military might and the strength of your country.

	Journalist - You seek the truth, but you also like to present the side of the majority in your writings.
	
	Journalist - You seek the truth, but you also like to present the side of the majority in your writings.

	Farmer - You know your work sustains your country, and though hard times have just passed you hope for a better tomorrow.
	
	Farmer - You know your work sustains your country, and though hard times have just passed you hope for a better tomorrow.


    
Now, working with your team partner, continue to examine the U.S. Propoganda Poster links below if you're an American, or the German Propaganda Poster links if you're a German.  Continue to take notes on your own copies of the Organizer. 
LINKS for PROPAGANDA POSTERS 
U.S. - Powers of Persuasion Exhibit   This Exhibit is divided into two parts. 
U.S. - WWII Posters from the WPA (also, if time, look at other posters in the collection from the WPA.  WPA stands for Works Progress Administration, a New Deal Program from F.D. Roosevelt to get the country out of the Depression) 
Germany - Nazi-Era Posters  (the site may have moved…follow the links from there)
Germany - Nazi Postcards 
Germany -German Propaganda WWII 
Germany - Nazi Propaganda 1933 - 1945.  Additional sources available, if you have time. 
  
  
  If you have time, when you finishing viewing the posters for your assigned country and have completed the Organizer, view the posters from the other country. 



Day 4:
TASK:  PERSUASIVE WRITING. 
    Your multi-paragraph writing should include a strong "thesis statement", a powerful idea which controls the rest of your paper.  Your thesis statement should come at the end of the introductory paragraph of the paper, and should include hints about the three supporting ideas, each of which will be explained in the three body paragraphs. A concluding paragraph should sum up your most important ideas, and leave the reader with a strong impression. 
Objective:
Explain how the propaganda has affected you, from your point of view as a German or American.  Your job is to convince your reader (or listener) that the ideas in the propaganda should or should not be used in the way in which they were used. 
    Be specific as you refer to the needs, wishes, and problems you and others in your group had.  Also, be specific as you reflect on the posters, using exact examples and descriptions of the posters.  What about them was misleading, suggestive, or overly dramatic?  Did you support your country during the war?  Most people surely did.  Did you trust your country?  Most do.  Do you feel confidence in elected leaders?  People generally need to trust their officials. 
    In your introduction tell about your role, and tie that to what is happening in your country.  Be sure to mention the country's involvement in World War II, and state why that was important to your country. 
    Keep these ideas in mind as you write.  The Electraguide will help you create a Thesis Statement and a simple Outline for your Persuasive paper. (The Electraguide "Thesis Statement" link may not appear clearly on some computers.  It is the bits of green writing that appear above the words "Welcome to Electraguide".  Click on the green writing and the Thesis Statement Builder should show up.) 
    The Outline created for you by the Electraguide may then be printed out and used as your outline for your writing.  You may also copy the Outline from the Electraguide and paste it into Word before printing. 
    
See this Sample Paper from the point of view of a German farmer,  written by following the directions from the Electraguide.  The underlined sentences are those given by the Electraguide's Outliner function. 
Format for Persuasive Paper, as directed by the Electraguide: 
I. Introduction, First Paragraph - ends in Thesis Statement 
II. Body Paragraph #1 - evidence, facts, reasons supporting the main idea you disagree witn 
III. Body Paragraph #2 - evidence, facts, reasons supporting your thesis 
IV. Body Paragraph #3 - evidence, facts, reasons supporting the strongest argument for your  thesis 
V. Conclusion - 
    *  begins by restating thesis (the Electraguide will help here) 
    *  refers back to the "attention-getter" - in this case, you have stated you are an American or German Soldier, Journalist, or Farmer - this is your "attention-getter" 
    *  asks you to conclude with a "So What" statement - think of this as an appeal to the reader, stating why they should care about the use of propaganda ("So if my country were. . . ")




Day 5:
Final Copy: 
· prepared on the computer
· title
· heading: See example on wall in front of classroom
· good paragraph organization
· sentence structure
· grammar
· mechanics (spelling, capitalization, punctuation).




SO HOW'D YOU DO?  EVALUATE YOURSELF WITH THIS RUBRIC. 
After reading the rubric, rate yourself in each of the following areas on your notepaper.  Attach your rating sheet to the final copy of your speech. 
  
  
  
  

	  

	.
	Beginning
	Middle
	Advanced

	Quality of Argument
	Not really an argument because it presents a statement of fact, not opinion
	States an opinion on the topic of propaganda
	Makes a thoughtful argument that uses an opinion based on evidence, facts, or reasons.

	Supporting Details
	Doesn't really use details from the roles or research to support ideas with evidence.
	Uses evidence to support ideas, but doesn't show how this ties back to argument.
	Points to specific evidence and shows how this supports the argument being presented.

	Oral/Written Expression
	Brief, but clearly expressed with good delivery/mechanics.
	A solid work that shows care in preparation.
	A well-crafted work that persuasively argues its case.

	Understanding of Role
	Attempts to understand the concepts of propaganda from the role.
	Clearly presents information as understood from the role.
	Argument clearly utilizes information supported by the source readings for that role.


Rubric adapted from Tom March, Little Rock Nine. <http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/BHM/little_rock/rubric.html> 
  


Day 6:
The speeches should help us see propaganda as the tool it is, affecting all members of society.
We will all present our short written piece as a speech to the class.  You will want to review your essay and alter it so that it flows as a presentable piece.  All students are expected to share.  Be prepared to take notes on the presentations of other students—you may feel you agree/disagree with them…be ready to explain (either way).  This is really just an open discussion of our findings.  You should have strong feelings about something!  However, you must try to stay “in the role” as you discuss.  Save your personal/true feelings for afterward—those are important, too!
CONCLUSION 
    You've learned about propaganda and its effects, and you're ready for the town meeting.  Once the writings have been shared and discussed, at least one will be chosen to send to the experts at the American Memory site of the Library of Congress, via e-mail as a reflection of our thoughts on propaganda.   Great work, everybody. 
    When you read The Wave you'll understand it better too.  Propaganda isn't just limited to "the other countries".  Now you'll be able to recognize propaganda when you see it - and at least see it critically.  If you need to see more examples of propaganda, try this big collection of WWII Propaganda, including Cartoons, Fim, Music, and Art. 


Terms from Hitler’s Era
Supply a definition for each term
1. S.S.
2. Third Reich
3. Aryan Race
4. Hitler Youth (HJ)
5. Mein Kampf
6. V-2 Rocket
7. Paul von Hindenburg
8. Axis Powers
9. Extermination Camps
10. Nazis
11. Luftwaffe
12. Lend Lease Act
13. Heinrich Himmler
14. Dr. Josef Mengle
15. Eva Braun
Propaganda Techniques:  Most common
1.  Name Calling
2. Glittering Generalities
3. Euphemisms
4. Transfer
5. Testimonial
6. Plain Folks
7. Bandwagon 
8. Fear 
9. Logical Fallacy:  Bad Logic
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