Questions for Study of a Play 
Background Information—
What kind of family did I come from?

How did I interact with my family while I was growing up?

Was it a well-adjusted home life, or were there many conflicts?

Of what social status and how much wealth did my family have?

How have health issues influenced my life?

How intelligent am I and how much education do I have?

What do I do for a living?

How old am I?

What are my religious or spiritual beliefs?

What kind of clothes do I prefer?

Am I an emotionally expressive person?

In what ways to I express my emotions?

How would I describe myself—am I temperamental? Moody? Explosive? Calm? Passive? Quiet? Withdrawn?

What is my sense of humor like?

What is my best trait? My worst trait?

What is my relationship to other characters in the play?

How do I treat other characters?

Status Quo—

Where am I today?

Who is with me?

What am I doing?

What is happening to upset my world?

How does that make me feel?

What do I want to do?

Who or what is preventing me from doing it?

What am I going to do about it?

How am I going to do this?

What do I stand to gain or lose?

Character Movement—

What is my posture like?

How do I walk?

How do I use my hands?

What are my distinctive facial expressions?

Are my gestures large and wide, or small and contained?

Do I have a master gesture?

How subtle are my gestures?

What are the rhythm and tempo of my movements?

Do I have a clear leading center?

Do I enjoy moving?

Do I have any difficulty moving?

How does emotion affect my movements?

How do my movements reveal what I am thinking or feeling, even if my words say something else?

Character Voice—

What are the pitch, rhythm, and tempo of my words and sentences?

Do I enjoy talking?

Do I have any speech problems?

How does emotion affect my speech?

What qualities does my voice have?

How does my voice reveal what I’m thinking or feeling, even if my words say something else?

What words do I emphasize?

Do I speak with an accent?

Preliminary Script Analysis—
What happens in the play?

When and where does the action of the play occur?

What are the period manners and customs of the play?

What are my character’s dominant attributes and attitudes?

What images come to mind when I think of my character?
Additional Script Analysis—
What thoughts, feelings, and images come to mind as I go through the action of the story?

What is my overall objective?

What obstacles stand in the way of achieving this objective?

What actions do take to overcome these obstacles?

What are the stakes?

What is the outcome of my actions?
Subtext—

What am I implying by my dialogue and actions?

How does this subtext differ from my spoken words?

How does my background influence my thoughts, words, and actions?

How does my subtext influence my actions and emotional responses to other characters’ words and actions?

How does my subtext help the audience understand the meaning of the play?

Transformation—

Do I change during the scene?  If so, how?

How do I react to this change?

Does my overall objective change?  If so, how?

Background Questions—

Why did the dramatist write the play?

What is the theme of the play?

What is the genre and style of the play?

What was daily life like during the time period of the play?  What did people eat? What music did they listen to?  What was their clothing like?

What cultural, political, social, and scientific events were happening at the time?

What was occurring in the rest of the world?

What do pictures or paintings of people from that time and place reveal?

