Margin Notes  

Margin Notes are a meta-cognitive/meta-writing assessment of how you write and how you feel about that writing.  Margin Notes tell me as much about your essay as your essay does. They are worth 20 points in our writing category.
· Your final drafts will have a 2’ margin on the left hand side.

· You will need to write at least 5 notes for each page you turn in.  This is only a guideline. Thoughtful notes will fill up the space in the margins.  
· IN PENCIL, NEATLY explain your essay to me.  Tell me what you did and why.  Tell me what is working and what is not.  Margin notes are about the writing, not about the topic of your essay.
· Here are some questions to answer in your notes:
· Think about your audience?  Assume that your audience is the AP Test Reader unless I tell you otherwise.  The question is this:  What choices did you make in this writing to ingratiate your audience to you?
· What is your exigence?  What are your constraints?

· What is your purpose?  Your purpose is NEVER “to get an A on this paper.” What do you want your reader to think, feel, or do after they read your essay? Do you think you achieved your purpose? Why or why not?
· What were your goals for this essay? Did you think you achieved them? Why or Why not?
· What is your thesis?  Underline it in the text of the paper.  
· What did you borrow/steal from other writers? (Remember: Good writers borrow. Great writers steal.)
· What “mistakes” did you make on purpose and why? 
· Revisit to Elements of Style.  How has this writing been improved by your work with Elements of Style? What did you use from the book?

· How did you use Ethos/Pathos/Logos in your essay? (Invention)

· How did you organize your essay? Why? (Arrangement)

· How did you use diction, syntax and rhetorical devices in your essay?  What effects were you trying to create? (Style)
· If you dared to use a No Tolerance Word, what is your rationale for doing so?  Your explanation is NEVER “because you could not think of anything better.”

· What in your essay is particularly effective? What is your favorite sentence?

· What is particularly ineffective?  Why did you correct it?  What is your worst sentence?  Why didn’t you fix it?
· What grade do you believe that this essay should earn? Explain your reasoning.  Use specific language from the rubric or grading criteria.
