Sentence Structure Dos and don'ts

Students commonly make errors in sentence structure when they respond to questions in a worksheet or homework problem.  Here are some examples.
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Do
	don't

	Question:  How did noble gases get their name?

	Noble gases got their name because they don't easily form compounds.
	Because they don't form compounds.

	Question:  Does chlorine form an anion?

	Yes, chlorine becomes an anion when it gains an electron in solution with a metal.
	Yes, because it gains an electron.

	Question:  Why does sodium lose an electron?

	Sodium loses an electron to form a stable octet.
	To form a stable octet.

	Question:  Why would Sacramento tell residents to restrict water use?

	Sacramento tells its residents to restrict water use so that the city can save water.
	So the city can save water.

	Question:  What is the most unique property of water?

	Water's most unique property is that it can form polar bonds.
	That it can form polar bonds.

	Good sentence structure can lead to better grades on assignments.
	Poor sentence structure will lead to Bad grades on assignments.
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