
 

The Republican Party Platform (1856) 

The new Republican Party, accused of being a sectional rather than a national organization by the 
Democrats, held its convention in Philadelphia. The party's emphasis on the containment of slavery, as 
well as the composition of its membership, did give some validity to the charge. Many of its members 
had been Whigs, and their influence was seen in the economic planks that advocated internal 
improvements financed by the federal government. Abolitionists and Free Soilers, coming from the Whig 
and Democratic parties, also influenced the creation of the party's platform and the nomination of 
candidates. The Republicans elected John Fremont of California, formerly a Free Soil Democrat, as their 
presidential candidate and William Dayton of New Jersey, a former Whig, as his running mate. 
From Thomas V. Cooper and Hector T. Fenton, American Politics from the Beginning to Date (Chicago: Charles R. Brodix, 
1882), pp. 39-40. 

 
This convention of delegates, assembled in pursuance of a call addressed to the people of the United 

States, without regard to past political differences or divisions, who are opposed to the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, to the policy of the present administration, to the extension of slavery into free 
territory; in favor of admitting Kansas as a free state, of restoring the action of the Federal government 
to the principles of Washington and Jefferson; and who purpose to unite in presenting candidates for 
the offices of President and Vice-President, do resolve as follows: 

Resolved, That the maintenance of the principles promulgated in the Declaration of Independence, 
and embodied in the federal constitution, is essential to the preservation of our Republican institutions, 
and that the federal constitution, the rights of the states, and the union of the states, shall be preserved. 

Resolved, That with our republican fathers we hold it to be a self-evident truth that all men are en-
dowed with the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and that the primary ob-
ject and ulterior design of our Federal government were, to secure these rights to all persons within its 
exclusive jurisdiction; that as our republican fathers, when they had abolished slavery in all our national 
territory, ordained that no person should be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law, it becomes our duty to maintain this provision of the constitution against all attempts to violate it 
for the purpose of establishing slavery in any territory of the United States, by positive legislation, 
prohibiting its existence or extension therein. That we deny the authority of Congress, of a territorial 
legislature, of any individual or association of individuals, to give legal existence to slavery in any 
territory of the United States, while the present constitution shall be maintained. 

Resolved, That the constitution confers upon Congress sovereign power over the territories of the 
United States for their government, and that in the exercise of this power it is both the right and the 
imperative duty of Congress to prohibit in the territories those twin relics of barbarism— polygamy and 
slavery. 

Resolved, That while the constitution of the United States was ordained and established, in order to 
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty, and contains ample provisions 
for the protection of the life, liberty, and property of every citizen, the dearest constitutional rights of 
the people of Kansas have been fraudulently and violently taken from them; their territory has been 
invaded by an armed force; spurious and pretended legislative, judicial, and executive officers have been 
set over them, by whose usurped authority, sustained by the military power of the government, 
tyrannical and unconstitutional laws have been enacted and enforced; the rights of the people to keep 
and bear arms have been infringed; test oaths of an extraordinary and entangling nature have been 



 

imposed, as a condition of exercising the right of suffrage and holding office; the right of an accused 
person to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury has been denied; the right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures, has 
been violated; they have been deprived of life, liberty, and property without due process of law; that the 
freedom of speech and of the press has been abridged; the right to choose their representatives has 
been made of no effect; murders, robberies, and arsons have been instigated or encouraged, and the of-
fenders have been allowed to go unpunished; that all these things have been done with the knowledge, 
sanction, and procurement of the present national administration; and that for this high crime against 
the constitution, the Union, and humanity, we arraign the administration, the President, his advisers, 
agents, supporters, apologists, and accessories, either before or after the facts, before the country and 
before the world; and that it is our fixed purpose to bring the actual perpetrators of these atrocious out-
rages, and their accomplices, to a sure and condign punishment hereafter. 

Resolved, That Kansas should be immediately admitted as a state of the Union with her present free 
constitution, as at once the most effectual way of securing to her citizens the enjoyment of the rights 
and privileges to which they are entitled, and of ending the civil strife now raging in her territory. 

Resolved, That the highwayman's plea that "might makes right," embodied in the Ostend circular, 
was in every respect unworthy of American diplomacy, and would bring shame and dishonor upon any 
government or people that gave it their sanction. 

Resolved, That a railroad to the Pacific ocean, by the most central and practicable route, is im-
peratively demanded by the interests of the whole country, and that the Federal government ought to 
render immediate and efficient aid in its construction, and, as an auxiliary thereto, the immediate 
construction of an emigrant route on the line of the railroad. 

Resolved, That appropriations of Congress for the improvement of rivers and harbors of a national 
character, required for the accommodation and security of our existing commerce, are authorized by 
the constitution, and justified by the obligation of government to protect the lives and property of its 
citizens. 

Resolved, That we invite the affiliation and cooperation of the men of all parties, however differing 
from us in other respects, in support of the principles herein declared; and believing that the spirit of our 
institutions, as well as the constitution of our country, guarantees liberty of conscience and equality of 
rights among citizens, we oppose all proscriptive legislation affecting their security. 
 

Review Questions 
1. What did Republicans advocate in their platform? What did they condemn? 
2. Did they answer the Democrats' charge that their endeavors would destroy the Union? 
3. Was the Republican platform primarily an idealistic or pragmatic document? 
4. How did it reflect the influence of the Declaration of Independence? 
5. Was the focus on the Declaration as opposed to the Constitution significant? Explain. 
 


